Forgiveness Prayer Service

Help us to pardon one another.

nd to be forgiven by them.

2 of forgiveness in our
this

Growing our
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of gifts:
dle—to remind us that Jesus has shown us how to forgive those who have offended us
ucifix—a symbol of Jesus’ willingness sacrifice himself to atone our sins

Hands & Dictionary —a reminder that we have the power to forgive through our actions and words

I | t I l
x Packet of seeds—a reminder that beauty can come from one tiny seed just as it can come from a tiny ac

through virtues

Universal Prayers: The |mp0rtance of ForgiveneSSZ

Response: Forgiving Father, hear our prayer
x For our Holy Father on earth, the Pope, all thadgps and the clergy everywhere that they may trans-

The practice of forgiveness is mvaluable stepping-stone to peace.
It is one means to healing one saiid healing our relationships with
others. Forgiveness can be chanartel as: 1) a choe to reconcile,| DEVELOPING CF
2) an attitude about setting thingght, 3) a compassionate way of| ACTER THROUGH
communicating, 4) a specific agti, and 5) an ongoing, lifelong LOVE

process. Above all, forgivenesspe@sses kindness. Otherwise, with-

out forgiveness tremendous amouritsesentment or hurt can builg
up within. X Let your actions be guided by the idea

Forgiveness is an important cornerstone of our faith as we reflect ~ that Jesus said, “Let he who is without

on the ultimate sacrifice Jesusdedao forgive us all. In our sin, cast the first stone”.
Catholic schools we work to honour and model forgiveness in
everything we do. As a Catholic community, we are fortunate |to
be able to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is an- responsibility for your actions
other opportunity for our students to engage in an honest dia-
logue with God and receive His forgiveness. In Luke 6:37-38 of the Bible, it is said: “Do hot
judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, Mmake sure you forgive other people

they actually deserve your forgiveness. X Live your life in a way that makes others
Looks like:

X The first step to forgiveness is to take

X  If you want to be forgiven, you need to

know you are a follower of Christ

X By embracing forgiveness, you can also

embrace peace, hope, gratitude and joy

Alexander Pope

changing our actions and behaviours
Sounds like saying sorry, accepting an apology from someone
Feels like:a sense of peace in our hearts



BUILDING LOVE IN OUR
HOMES AND SCHOOLS

Jesus tells us to “Forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors”.
We will remind students of the
many examples of God'’s for-
giveness in the Bible. Our Catho-
lic Schools will focus on praying
for God’s mercy. Let us all be
reminded to model God’s for-
giveness for our children and to
pray for peace and forgiveness in
our world. Christ has called us to
pardon others when some harm
has been done. In fact, Jesus goes
even further to say that we need
to love our enemies. Please help
us by praying for the staff and
students as we explore this virtue

David Gets in Trouble. Au-
thor: David Shannon

Franklin the Turtle Titles:
-Franklin Fibs, Is Bossy,
Says Sorry, Finders Keepers,
Homemade Cookies. Author:
Paulette Bougeois

I Did It. I'm Sorry. Author: Caralyn
Buehner

Mr. Peabody’s Apples. Author:
Madonna

Ant, my Brother. Author: Betsy Byars
No David. Author: David Shannon
Star Boy. Author: Paul Goble

Timmy’'s New Friend. Author: An
Dierssen




