
Forgiveness is an important cornerstone of our faith as we reflect 
on the ultimate sacrifice Jesus made to forgive us all. In our 
Catholic schools we work to honour and model forgiveness in 
everything we do.  As a Catholic community, we are fortunate to 
be able to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is an-
other opportunity for our students to engage in an honest dia-

logue with God and receive His forgiveness. In Luke 6:37-38 of the Bible, it is said: “Do not 
judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, 
they actually deserve your forgiveness.   
Looks like: 

changing our actions and behaviours   
Sounds like: saying sorry, accepting an apology from someone   
Feels like: a sense of peace in our hearts   
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VIRTUE: FORGIVENESS The Importance of Forgiveness: 
The practice of forgiveness is an invaluable stepping-stone to peace. 
It is one means to healing one self and healing our relationships with 
others.  Forgiveness can be characterized as: 1) a choice to reconcile, 
2) an attitude about setting things right, 3) a compassionate way of 
communicating, 4) a specific action, and 5) an ongoing, lifelong 
process. Above all, forgiveness expresses kindness. Otherwise, with-
out forgiveness tremendous amounts of resentment or hurt can build-
up within.   

DEVELOPING CHAR-
ACTER THROUGH 
LOVE 
The goal of this virtue: 

�x�� Let your actions be guided by the idea 

that Jesus said, “Let he who is without 

sin, cast the first stone”. 

�x�� The first step to forgiveness is to take 

responsibility for your actions 

�x�� If you want to be forgiven, you need to 

make sure you forgive other people 

�x�� Live your life in a way that makes others 

know you are a follower of Christ 

�x�� By embracing forgiveness, you can also 

embrace peace, hope, gratitude and joy 

“To err is human, to forgive 
is divine” Alexander Pope 

Faith  
 

Forgiveness Prayer Service 
Opening Prayer: God our Father, you are always kind and ready to forgive. Help us to pardon one another. 
Give us the wisdom to change and grow in our ability to both forgive others and to be forgiven by them. 
Allow us to experience more fully your forgiveness as we struggle to become people of forgiveness in our 
world. By our words and actions and prayers, we need your grace to guide our hears; so, we ask this 
through Jesus, your Son, who lives and dwells within each of us. AMEN 
 
Old Testament Reading—Book of Sirach—verse? 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 11-12 
Response: The Lord is forgiving and merciful 
 
Second Reading—John: 19-23 
 
Gospel Reading—Luke 17: 3-4 
 
Description of gifts: 
�x�� Candle—to remind us that Jesus has shown us how to forgive those who have offended us 
�x�� Crucifix—a symbol of Jesus’ willingness to sacrifice himself to atone our sins 
�x�� Hands & Dictionary —a reminder that we have the power to forgive through our actions and words 
�x�� Packet of seeds—a reminder that beauty can come from one tiny seed just as it can come from a tiny act 

of forgiveness 
 
Universal Prayers: 
Response: Forgiving Father, hear our prayer 
�x�� For our Holy Father on earth, the Pope, all the bishops and the clergy everywhere that they may trans-



 David Gets in Trouble. Au-
thor: David Shannon 
 
Franklin the Turtle Titles: 
-Franklin Fibs, Is Bossy, 
Says Sorry, Finders Keepers, 
Homemade Cookies. Author: 
Paulette Bougeois 
 
I Did It. I’m Sorry. Author: Caralyn 
Buehner 
 
Mr. Peabody’s Apples. Author: 
Madonna 
 
Ant, my Brother. Author: Betsy Byars 
 
No David. Author: David Shannon 
 
Star Boy. Author: Paul Goble 
 
Timmy’s New Friend. Author: Andreas 
Dierssen 

BUILDING LOVE IN OUR 
HOMES AND SCHOOLS 
Jesus tells us to “Forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors”. 
We will remind students of the 
many examples of God’s for-
giveness in the Bible. Our Catho-
lic Schools will focus on praying 
for God’s mercy. Let us all be 
reminded to model God’s for-
giveness for our children and to 
pray for peace and forgiveness in 
our world. Christ has called us to 
pardon others when some harm 
has been done. In fact, Jesus goes 
even further to say that we need 
to love our enemies. Please help 
us by praying for the staff and 
students as we explore this virtue 


